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Happy Holidays to all of our RMS families. 
 
I hope you had a restful and gratitude filled Thanksgiving break!  There is a lot to be  
grateful for here at Richardson Middle School. Our Red Ribbon week went well with 
posters and pledges and much student involvement.  We hosted a very important 
Parent Education Night on Substance Use Prevention with professionals from the 
Thelma McMillen Substance Abuse Treatment Center.  It was very informative and important education 
for parents.  Thank you to all who participated. 
 
Much gratitude that the newsletter is continuing on thanks to Betsy Delurgio for stepping up as our 
newsletter chair!  Thank you Betsy for keeping this publication up and running! 
 
Speaking of Running...  Our Running Club had 13 members participate in the annual cross country meet 
on November 2nd, hosted by PVIS and including  Chadwick, Ridgecrest, Miraleste, Hermosa Valley, 
American Martyrs, Culver City and Manhattan Beach Middle Schools.  We had excellent results and a lot 
of fun.  We continue to run strong and are getting stronger on Thursday afternoons.  Come on out for a 
      good workout and a lot of fun.  We run through the neighborhood and have  
      ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ƻǳǘƘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ track.       
K      Kids can join at any time of the year!   

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Welcome to the 2nd Quarter!  We hope the first quarter of the school year was 
successful for your student.  The start of the school year was fast and full. Clubs 
and school activities are in full swing this fall:  Builders (service),Cross-Country, 
Environmental, Game, Glee, Tall Flags, Chorus, Band, Jazz, Widget, Red Ribbon Week, 
Halloween Costume Contest, and Class Competitions.  Shortly after Back-to-School 
Night, Ms. Lang, the Vice-Principal, and I met with all students in small groups to 
discuss positive behavior, decision-making, and the ways we will be rewarding 
students for these behaviors on campus.  Each grade level also had a multi-media assembly about 
making good decisions and being accountable for your actions and your destiny.  Our first Parent 
Education Night, which covered the topic of alcohol and drug addiction, was a great success.  We were 
fortunate to have a counselor and panel of young adults from our local drug and alcohol treatment 
center, Thelma-McMillen at Torrance Memorial, as well as a local Torrance PD officer.  Our 8th grade 
students received a similar presentation during Red Ribbon Week.  We are thankful we were one of 
the first middle schools in the area to host this type of presentation.  This is a real and present issue 
for our students and community.  We recently completed a successful Great California Shakeout drill 
and a Torrance Fire Department inspection.   
 
Many more exciting events and activities are happening in classrooms and on campus, as well.  Four of 
our teachers, Mr. Petito, Mr. Fujii, Mrs. Nakamura, and Ms. Rodriguez, were recently awarded STEM 
(Science Technology, Engineering, & Math) related Exxon-Mobil Pegasus grants this year, allowing 
them to implement new technologies in their classrooms.   Another teacher, Ms. Whittaker, is 
participating in the WRITE Study on English Learner Achievement, which is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education.  Ms. Pearlman is part of a pilot group of teachers that is studying the 
transition to Common Core Standards, which will be implemented in all schools in a few years.   Mr. 
Kissner, Mr. Sheu, and Mr. Petito are being hosted by the GM Advanced Technology Center in 
Torrance where there is research and development for hydrogen fuel cells.  GM engineers will then be 
returning back to RMS to work with our 8th grade science students.  Our Choir and Band will be 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мо ŀƴŘ мпΦ  ¢ƘŜ CƛǊŜ CƛƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ²ŜŜƪ, 
Talent Show, RMS vs. Calle Mayor basketball and volleyball games, and grade-level field trips are in 
January, February, and March.    
 
Our book fair will be held this year at Barnes & Noble on December 6.  Please stop by the book store 
and grab a bite to eat at Panda Express to support our school.  I cannot say enough about these PTSA 
sponsored fundraisers.  The State of California continues to pull money away from all levels of 
education and it is having an impact.  We rely on local donations and fundraising to keep us moving 
forward in these challenging financial times.  Richardson is currently in the process of updating teacher 
computers.  There are computers on this campus that are over 8 years old!  I often wonder if students 
ǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ άDƭŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмst ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
area we continue to strive for improvement.  Teachers continue to increase utilization of our online 
blackboard, eTUSD, where learning can continue outside of the classroom.  A little over a year ago, 
RMS was able to purchase a classroom set of notebooks, which gave us a second computer lab.  Now 
we are working with the PTSA to fundraise for a set of iPads to be utilized with STEM and English 
language acquisition related lessons and concepts.  This type of technology will allow us to give 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΧǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭarge into the 
palms of our hands.     (Continued on page 4) 
 

A Message from our Principal, Mr. Mabery 
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Congratulations to those students who participated in our Reflections program. The winners will be 
announced at our next PTSA Association meeting.  
 
The budget crisis is a huge problem for California schools.  As technology advances, and money is 
continually cut, our students lose the benefits of funding for better services in the classroom.  We 
applaud and appreciate the tremendous effort so many have made for our kids, yet we are only halfway 
to meeting our budget for the year.  This will be a critical budget as we are exploring options to move 
Richardson Middle School students into a 21st Century learning environment.  With the generosity of our 
comƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ wa{ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƛtŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
classes, but we need your help.  Your tax deductible direct donation dollars will see to it that our budget 
is met and that we can fund this amazing leap in technology which will help us to keep up with other 
South Bay schools which already utilize iPads.  There will be more discussion on this topic at our 
December and February PTSA Association Meetings.  Please plan on attending, your input and support is 
valued. 
 
LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǎƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ 
website often www.richardsonmiddleschool.org. You should also be receiving in your email inbox our 
eblast, every Monday or every other Monday.  This publication put out by the Principal and PTSA 
President comes to you through your e-mail with important information regarding RMS and its upcoming 
events.  If you are not receiving the eblast, please let me know via email and I will make sure your email 
address gets added to the distribution list.  And be sure to read through this bi-monthly newsletter for 
more information! 
 
Thank you so much to all of our involved parents, teachers, administration and the incredible PTSA team 
that works so hard and efficiently to bring so much to the students and families at RMS. 
 
Lƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ά{ƴƻǿ-.ŀƭƭέ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нnd, our fabulous 
Barnes and Noble Book Fair and Panda Express Dine out for RMS Fundraisers on December 6th and our 
2nd PTSA Association meeting on December 13 announcing our Reflections winners and boasting our 
Band and Chorus Holiday performance.  We will ring in the New Year with Fire Fighter Appreciation Week 
Jan. 9-13. 

 
Happiest of Holidays to all of you and Happy New Year 2012! 

 
5ƻƴƴŀ Wƻ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 
PTSA President 
timanddj.beachlife@verizon.net 

 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.richardsonmiddleschool.org/
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The multi-media and information creation capabilities  allows students to learn at the highest level of 
.ƭƻƻƳǎΩ ¢ŀȄƻƴƻƳȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ       
 
Speaking of transitions, the middle school years are full of them.  The leap from fifth to sixth is arguably 
the greatest academic transition kids will go through in their educational careers.  Throughout the three 
middle school years, academic rigor increases at a rapid pace.  All the while, students are in constant 
search of where and how they fit in socially.  And, talking to their parents about it is not usually at the top 
of their list of things to do. While your child needs more autonomy in some areas, be sure to stay actively 
involved in their academic and social happenings.   Research consistently says that children whose 
parents are engaged in their education are more likely to achieve academic success.  The following are 
ways to help you stay connected with and supportive of your child during middle school: 

¶ Know where to find out about homework and tests.  Not only do teachers post assignments in 
their classroom for students to write in their planners, as our teachers did for us, assignments and 
tests are posted on TeacherWeb, eTUSD, and ParentConnect.  Check them regularly. 

¶ Give your child a quiet place to do homework and study.  Students need a place free of 
distraction where they can concentrate on their academics.  That means no TV, no cellphone, no 
computer, and no texting.  Listening to music on headphones does help some students focus 
better. 

¶ /ƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  The best teachers answer questions with 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know the material, learn with them.  Better yet, let them teach you! 

¶ Get involved.  At the middle school level, classroom assistants are not needed, however there are 
many other ways to volunteer:  join a PTSA committee, chaperone a dance, Parent Eyes lunch 
supervision, attend concerts and other evening events, host student study groups, or just ask the 
PTSA how you can help. 

¶ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎΦ  Email is an effective 
method for a quick clarification and to ask how you can help at home.   

¶ Practice organizational strategies with your child.  Students no longer go home and play outside 
with the neighbor kids until the sun sets.  Keep a family calendar in a central place, such as the 
kitchen or even a Google calendar.  Make family priority lists that your child helps create and 
complete. 

¶ Talk to your child about school.  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȅŜǎ ƻǊ ƴƻΧƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜΣ ŦƛƴŜΦ  !ǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
favorite part of the school day, funniest thing they heard, what is stressing them out the most, 
greatest challenge, or most proud accomplishment.    

 
Your support for the Richardson Rattlesnake community is greatly appreciated!  Have a great Winter! 
 
Chad Mabery 
Richardson Middle School Principal 
 
 

A Message from our Principal (coÎÔȭÄɊ 
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Creating a School Culture and Climate Conducive to Learning 
By Justine Lang, Vice Principal 

 
On Thursday, October 13, Mr. Mabery and I visited all of the science classes to 
Discuss our Positive Behavior Expectations with students.  We introduced a 
Positive Behavior Matrix to students that highlights appropriate behaviors rather 
than simply describing consequences for inappropriate behavior.  Students were 
encouraged to think before acting in order to 

 
Be Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Safe! 

 
The idea behind the presentation is to create a climate on campus where students want to succeed and 
make good choices because it is the right thing to do, not just because they will not get in trouble.  It also 
helps students to better understand why certain rules are in place so that they are more likely to abide by 
them.  Promoting positive behavior on campus instead of simply punishing negative behavior is a 
research-based approach to handling discipline issues on a middle school campus.  Here at Richardson we 
have various rewards available to students who do the right thing.  Rattlesnake Rewards, Student of the 
Month, Honor Roll, and Citizenship Grades are all ways that students can be acknowledged for being a 
positive influence on campus.  The ultimate goal is to create an environment where learning can occur for 
all students.  
 
Research shows that middle schools that promote positive behaviors see: 
 

¶ Reduced major disciplinary infractions 

¶ Improvements in academic achievement 

¶ Enhanced perception of organizational health & safety 

¶ Improved school climate 

¶ Reductions in teacher reported bullying behavior 
 
We are quite fortunate to be here at Richardson Middle School where our students are invested in their 
own learning, and the teachers and staff truly care about kids.  While we know that kids will make 
mistakes, we strongly believe that middle school is a great opportunity to teach kids that they can have a 
positive impact.  We hope that by using the Positive Behavior Matrix with kids consistently, especially 
when discussing discipline issues, we will remind them to do their part to ensure that Richardson remains 
a positive learning environment for every student.   

 

A Message from our Asst. Principal, Ms. Lang   
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Announcements 

Adopt a Classroom - New Program at RMS 
 
The Adopt a classroom new program is beginning this month (December).  This new program is designed 
to assist our teachers with keeping their classrooms tidy by cleaning desks, dusting, sweeping and 
cleaning the sinks in the classrooms.  The PTA hopes that this will help make a cleaner classroom for our 
students, which will result in fewer cold, allergies and absences.  If you would like more information 
about this program please contact Andi Hall.  Andi.hall@mac.com.   Below is a list of the program 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΧΦ  
 
Expectations:  
ü Be paired with a teacher for the school year 
ü Clean the classroom (sweep, dust, clean sinks) Once per month or at teachers discretion 
ü Coordinate duties with your perspective teacher 
ü Help the teachers with projects (if this is something the teachers wants) 
ü Donation of cleaning supplies (not required but appreciated)  

 
I would like to thank the parents who have already committed to this program:   
Carol Fisher, Nicole McCarter, Hydee Ong, Renee Pierson, Pam Milroy, Victoria Ricardo, Diana Vidal, 
Christine Anderson, Candice Bergan, Kim Egan, Victoria Garcia, Maggie Lippon, Katina Phillips, Karen 
Satow, Caryn Shapiro, Heidi Steiner, Debbie Weiss, Tamar DeArman, Chrstine Gerbasi, Eva Noda and 
5ƻƴƴŀ Wƻ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΦ  

 

This is your chance!! 
Are you interested in getting more involved with the PTSA?   The nominating committee for Richardson 
Middle School PTSA will be meeting in the near future.  Your input would be greatly appreciated! 
 Iƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΧΧΦ 

¶ You can submit your name for any of the positions on the Board for consideration. 

¶ You can submit the names of friends that you know that have special talents and would be great 

in any of the Board positions. 

A list of the Executive Board Positions for the 2012-2013 School Year follows:  
President Recording Secretary 
Executive Vice-President Financial Secretary 
1st VP of Ways and Means Treasurer 
2nd VP of Community Services Auditor 
3rd VP of Programs Historian 
4th VP of Membership  
5th VP of Hospitality  
 
Please forward your suggestions to themilroys@cs.com.  If you have any questions, feel free to call Pam 
Milroy at 310-378-8852.  I am looking forward to hearing from you. 
 

mailto:Andi.hall@mac.com
mailto:themilroys@cs.com
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Announcements 
 DIRECT DONATION 

 
Time is of the essence and we have not yet met our $25,000.00 budget for the 2011-2012 school year.  
As of today only 152 out of our 528 families have donated so far.  Thank you to those RMS Families and 
Corporate Matching Donations that have already helped us collect $13,931.72. 
 
The students are counting on those of you who have not yet submitted your donations to do so now.  If 
the remaining 376 families that have not yet donated each make a donation of $30.00 together we can 
make our budget.  Your generous donation guarantees the following: 
 
 Field Trips   Class Room Support 
 Adventures in Art  Emergency Preparedness 
 Red & Blue Ribbon Week Talent Show and Earth Week 
 Reflections   8th Grade Promotion 
 
Remember to have your student bring your tax-deductible donation payable to Richardson PTSA to the 
office or go onto our website, www.richardsonmiddleschool.org and make a fast, easy and SAFE 
donation. 
 
PTSA programs benefit all of our students.  We did it last year and with your help we can do it again!   
 
If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Debra DeLuca @ 310-507-4496 
or Tiffany Mickley @ (310) 261-1140 

 
Note from the Nurse to 6th Grade Parents! 

For the 2012 school year all students entering the 7th grade will need proof of having received a Tdap 
vaccine.  This is required by California state law.  We are asking parents to have this done in the coming 
months if possible.  Once you have the Tdap done, please bring in proof so we can document it on your 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎǳƳΦ  If you feel like you have completed this immunization already you can check with 
the health office.  The Tdap booster must be given on or after the 10th birthday.  There are several places 
that offer the Tdap immunization. 
 
Torrance Public Health Center                             310-354-2300 
Harbor Community Clinic Pediatric Center             310-732-5887 
Curtis Tucker Health Clinic                                   310-419-5376 
South Bay Family Health Care Center                  310-802-6170 
/±{Σ wƛǘŜ !ƛŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ 5ƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ 
  
A Tdap form is available on the Richardson web site to take to one of the above places to have the 
immunization documented.  Just make a copy and bring it with you to your appointment.  Have it 
completed by the physician or health professional and return it to the Richardson Health office. 
 It is highly recommended that proof of the Tdap booster be brought to the Health Office no later than 
June 1st, 2012. 
Health Office 310-533-4790 ext. 8983 Nanette Molles 

http://www.richardsonmiddleschool.org/
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Announcements 

 

 

The Richardson PTSA Presents The 2012 Talent Show 

 
Tuesday, February 21st in the Pit (cafeteria) at 6:30pm.  An evening of entertainment featuring Songs, 
Dance, Musical Acts, and Skits... 
 
This year the process for the talent show will be a little different. Starting December 5th you can access 
the Parent information forms, Submission forms, and Rules from the website. You must sign and return 
all forms including any dialog or lyrics used in your act. All paperwork is to be turned into the office by 
January 9th at 3pm. No submissions accepted after that time. Turn paperwork in to the office in the box 
marked Live in the Pit. 
All dialog/lyrics will be pre-approved by the PTSA/Teacher panel before you audition. Auditions will be 
January 20th after school at the Cafeteria. 

There is one act per person, not longer than 3 minutes. Everyone is welcome to participate providing you 
have a 2.0 or above, and 2U's or less. I look forward to seeing you at the auditions. 

Lisa Alpi Troyer, Producer 

 

http://us.mc841.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=lisaalpi@hotmail.com
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Announcements 

Did you know by joining PTA you are entitled to rewards and discounts? 
 

T-MOBILE SERVICE & PHONE DISCOUNTS: 
PTA members receive access to exclusive offers on wireless mobile service and equipment. This 
includes 14 percent off monthly recurring service charges for new or existing customers! 
 
For details, visit: 
http://pages.iloqal.com/PTA_members 
 
Additional questions regarding this program can be directed to Monica Cantrell at 
monica.cantrell@tmobile.com 
 

ENTERPRISE CAR RENTAL DISCOUNTS: 
PTA members are eligible for a fixed, discounted rate on all cars. Wherever you travel, whenever you 
travel, and ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ always receive the same low rate, 
depending on the vehicle you rent. And you can go directly to the business line to pick up your car. 
Enterprise also makes it fast and easy for California State PTA members to make arrangements for car 
rental needs. 
 
To obtain a PTA discount, visit: 
http://www.enterprise.com/car_rental/deeplinkmap.do?bid=002&cust=NACA102 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Enterprise at (916) 787-4500. 
 

McDONALDS: 
In honor of the hundreds of thousands of the California PTA members who volunteer their precious 
time and ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎϯ is pleased to share this coupon 
(code: WJKSLM2) offering a free Happy Meal® with the purchase of a Premium Salad or Premium 
Grilled Chicken Sandwich. PTA members can use this coupon to treat your children the next time you 
Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ restaurant. 

 
LEGOLAND FREE ADMISSION: 
PTA members can receive one FREE ticket to LEGOLAND with every full-price paid admission. Your 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ t¢! representative must complete the form found on the LEGOLAND website at 
www.legoland.com/PTA to order coupons for one free admission to LEGOLAND California, located in 
Carlsbad, and one free admission to SEA LIFE Aquarium with one paid admission for every PTA 
member at your school. 
 
Membership envelopes available in the school office! 
Becky Gramstrup 
VP, Membership 

 

http://pages.iloqal.com/PTA_members
mailto:monica.cantrell@tmobile.com
http://www.enterprise.com/car_rental/deeplink
http://www.legoland.com/PTA
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Firefighter Appreciation Week - January 9th- 13th 

 
 
Students, teachers, and parents would like to thank Torrance Fire Department Station # 4 for all of their 
hard work and dedication in serving our neighborhood. In honor of these awesome firefighters, the 
PTSA is donating $200.00, in their name, to the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation.  
 
This California based, non-profit organization is dedicated to preventing burns and fires and providing 
services to those who have been affected by a burn injury. AARBF works together with burn survivors to 
enhance the quality of life for burn survivors....many are children. Alisa Ann Ruch, at age eight, was 
fatally injured in a backyard barbeque accident in So. California.  Alisa's parents bravely used their 
tragedy to help others with the goal of preventing burn injuries through education. They realized severe, 
life-altering burns often occur in seconds, especially in young children.  
 
For more information go to www.aarbf.org    
 

Debbie Tippin 

 Richardson Running Club Competes at PVIS XC Invitational! 
 
Congratulations to the 13 awesome RMS running club kids who came out on November 2, 2011, to race 
in the annual cross country meet against over 150 kids from 7 middle schools; PVIS, Chadwick, 
Miraleste, Ridgecrest, Hermosa Valley, American Martyrs, Culver City and Manhattan Beach!  The meet 
was on a dusty and hilly course in Lunada Bay, with gorgeous ocean views!  
 
The 7th and 8th grade girls and boys; Aubrey Nakamoto, Meghan Tahbaz, Micah Sakado, Garrett 
Kawabata, Fergus Lin, Will Anderson, Nathan Critchett, and Kevin Johnson ran the 2 mile course first, 
followed by the 6th graders;  Hannah Nakamoto, Tess Rigler, Bennett Koh, Leon Jiang, and Henry 
Gramstrup who ran a distance of 1 ¼ miles. 
 
Congratulations to all of our Richardson Runners!  Our second and now annual event and you all did so 
well.  Not only did you do well, I think you had a great time too! You should be very proud of yourselves!  
Thank you to all of the parents and to our Assistant Principal, Justine Lang, for coming out to cheer and 
support our team! 
 
A big Thank You to PVIS for not only inviting us to participate, but for the help and support in getting us 
to the starting line!   

Go Runners!  See you Thursday! 
5ƻƴƴŀ Wƻ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 

 

Announcements 

http://www.aarbf.org/
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PTA Sponsored 2011-2012 Reflections Program WINNERS! 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this years PTA sponsored Reflections art contest! The judges 
had a fun time looking at and reading your entries. We have awarded the top 3 entries that closest 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ά5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ aŜŀƴǎΧέΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ Ǉŀrticipation 
ribbon.  

 
Dance     none     
Film     1st  Luka Stojcic   8th 
     2nd Shiori Sugiyama  8th     
Literature    1st  Julia Han    7th 
     2nd Joycelyn Peng    8th 
     3rd Andrew Austin    7th  
Musical Composition  none 
Photography   1st  Shane Wolf    7th  
     2nd Justin Booth    8th  
Visual Arts    1st  Ji Won Chung    6th  
     2nd Joycelyn Peng    8th  
     3rd Annaliese Segoviano  8th  

 
Reflections Program entries can be picked up in the front office. All first place entries moved on to the 
district level and we are waiting to hear the results.  
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ t¢! wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ  
Melina Symons - Reflections Chair 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Announcements 

It is time to nominate individuals for the Honorary Service Award. 
 
The Honorary Service Award (HSA) is awarded by the PTSA to a person and/or organization in our 
community in recognition of their outstanding service and dedication to children and youth.  This is an 
opportunity for you to submit a name(s) of those special people that make things happen.  Please take a 
minute to fill out the attached form and email to themilroys@cs.com or return it to the RMS office.  If 
you have any questions, please call Pam Milroy at 310-378-8852. All submittals must be received by 
January 30th. 
 
Following is a link to the HSA form on the Richardson website: 
http://richardsonmiddleschool.org/docs/Honorary_Service_Form.pdf 
 

mailto:themilroys@cs.com
http://richardsonmiddleschool.org/docs/Honorary_Service_Form.pdf
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Announcements 
 

Torrance Education Foundation (TEF) Raffle 
 
This year instead of a Toyota Prius, TEF is raffling off a 2012 Lexus CT 200h- hybrid!!!    Only 5,000 
tickets will be sold districtwide - nice odds! 
  
TEF is giving money directly back to the schools!   YOUR child's class /school can directly benefit from 
this raffle... For each $30 raffle ticket you buy, YOU designate where $20 of that goes (to your child's 
teacher, your PTA - any school, group or department that has an account within the general school 
budget - check with your school to confirm if you are not sure).  The remaining $10 goes to TEF to help 
support its current focus on technology in TUSD. 
  
This is a GREAT way for your teacher to get an easy $600 (in a class of 30, by buying 1 ticket each and 
designating your teacher as the recipient).  Plus you get a chance to win the killer car! 
  
Pass this info on to your parent friends in TUSD!   Your school site TEF Representative should also have 
tickets.  If you do not know who that is, please contact me (I am getting the list from another board 
member shortly).   
  
There are 2 deadlines:   
1.  Feb 2nd, 2011:  Whatever tickets are sold by this date & checks handed in will be processed & the 
checks dispersed on Feb 17th. 
2.  March 15th, 2011:  Final collection date; the checks will be dispersed April 5th. 
  
The drawing of the car will be held at the annual "Celebrate Education" dinner on Friday, March 23rd 
(mark your calendars & come out for an evening to support TUSD education!).   
  
Right now, I have 5 booklets of 10 tickets each.  I can get more as needed.  Please let me know if you 
would like a 10-ticket booklet  (or more) to sell at your school.  You can contact me via email or cell 
310/866.1682. 
  
These make GREAT stocking stuffers!!!! 
  
~ Heidi Nelson, Torrance Education Foundation (TEF) Board Member   
 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

The annual Richardson vs. Calle Mayor Basketball Night is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 6th at South High School! 

 
Start working on that school spirit now and look for more information in the coming months. 

Go Rattlesnakes! 
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RMSPTSA COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
  

 HAVE YOU REGISTERED YOUR GROCERY CLUB CARDS YET? 
LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΗ 
 
The Community Partners Program is designed to raise funds for our school without costing you a penny. 

Each time ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ƻǊ ±ƻƴǎ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ t¢{! Ŏŀƴ ŜŀǊƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ п҈ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

total purchases. 

As a shortcut to registering your Ralphs Card online, you can pick up a flyer containing a bar code in the 
office and bring it with you to Ralphs the next time you shop to automatically enroll at the grocery 
checkout. Ralphs requires participants to re-ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ 
please have them scan this flyer next time you shop, just to be sure!! 
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ also activate or update your eScrip registration to automatically earn money for your 
Vons and other credit card purchases.  The complete instructions are available online at 
www.richardsonmiddleschool.org. Simply print out the instructions and register your cards today. 
 
It does take a few minutes to register each card, but the effort is well worth it when you consider that 
you are raising money for Richardson with no money out of your pocket. Spread the word to 
grandparents, neighbors and friends. They can just as easily register their cards to support our school. 
Have children at other schools?  Vons and Escrip allow you to designate more that one organization to 
receive your contribution.   
 
Questions? Contact Juliet Babros, Community Partners Chairperson, 
 juliet@julietbabros.com or (310) 375-9915 
 
 
 

Announcements 

ARE YOU SIPPING TO SUPPORT 
RMSPTSA? 

 
Our Jamba Juice Program is under way! 
 
Make sure you have a key chain Jamba Card 
you can swipe to earn 10% of your purchase 
for RMSPTSA. Pre-registration is not 
required! 
 
Cards are available in the office; pass out to 
family and friends. 
 

 BARNES & NOBLE BOOKFAIR AND 
 PANDA EXPRESS RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 

 
Thank you to all of the students and familes that came 
out to support Richardson Middle School at the Barnes & 
Noble Bookfair and Panda Express Fundraiser on 
Tuesday, 12/6.   Through this and other events, we are 
able to raise much-ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴΩǎ t¢! 
programs and services that benefit all students.  Please 
stay tuned for future fundraising events!   
 

Thank you for supporting Richardson!! 

http://www.richardsonmiddleschool.org/
mailto:juliet@julietbabros.com
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Announcements 

 

Direct Donation Raffle Winners! 
 

Thank you to the 152 families who have supported our Direct Donation so far this year.  To date we have 
raised $13,931.75 and with your help we will reach our budgeted goal of  $25,000.00.   

 
Congratulations to the following who are the winners of our  

Direct Donation Raffle: 
 

The Babros Family ς GE W1000 Digital Camera 
The Cheung Family ς GE W1000 Digital Camera  

 The Colton Family ς $20.00 Poquito Mas Gift Card 
 The Cox Family - $20.00 Color Me Mine Gift Certificate  

The Hall Family - $25.00 The Nike Store Gift Card 
The Matsubara Family - ϷмрΦлл ¢ǊŀŘŜǊ WƻŜΩs Gift Card 

The Valliere Family -  GE W1000 Digital Camera 
The Young Family - $20 AMC Gift Card 

 
We would like to thank those businesses that supported Richardson Middle School with their prize 
donations and generosity. 
 
Thank you to the families listed on the following page for their support in our Direct Donation Program.  
If I have accidently omitted your name please accept my sincerest apology and please let me know. 
 
Your donation pays for Adventures in Art, Classroom Support, Emergency Preparedness, 8th Grade 
Promotion, Buses for Field Trips, Red and Blue Ribbon Week, Reflections, Earth Week, the Talent Show 
and more. 

 
Remember if you have not given your Direct Donation please do so by one of the following easy ways: 
 

Make your check payable to Richardson PTSA 
tǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜόǎύ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘŜόǎύ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ 

Turn it into the office. 
 

Donate online by going onto the Richardson Website  
www.richardsonmiddleschool.org 

and click on the direct donation button. 
 

Tiffany Mickley and Debra DeLuca  
Ways and Means 2011/2012  

tiffanymickley@aol  
dd3@socal.rr.com  

http://www.richardsonmiddleschool.org/
mailto:dd3@socal.rr.com
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RMS Direct Donation Contributors 
 

Aaron    Kaiser    Satriano 
Allen    Kawada    Sawakawa 
Aoki    Kim    See 
Asadian    Kliszewski   Seraydarian 
Asi    Kitamura    Shen 
Austin    Koh    Shiosaka 
Babros    Kondo    Shoji 
Bakhoum    Koble    Slizewski 
Balcarcel    Kurita    Smith 
Baldauf    Lee    Sprokkereef 
Baskovich   Lee    Stamer 
Bass    Lemke    Stojcic 
Bautista    Lewis    Strawn 
Beck    Liou    Tahbaz 
Belsito    Maddocks   Thompson 
Bezich    Mahood    Tieu 
Boldt    Maloney    Toppen 
Bolender    Martin    Tregbulen 
Buchalla    Masini    Troyer 
Camello    Matsubara   Tsuma 
Caretta    Matsuda    Tsuneishi 
Carroll    McKewen   Ueda 
Chai    Mickley    Valliere 
Chapman    Miller    Wasserstrom 
Chen    Milroy    Weiss 
Cheung    Morinaka    Wearn 
Choi    Mossberg   Weishoff 
Chung    Mullin    Wheeler 
Clegg    Nadeau    Wilmoth 
Courtiois    Nebres    Woon 
Cotton    Neghabat    Yang 
Cowgill    Newman    Yamada 
Cox    Nirmal    Yamamoto 
Cui    Obrien    Young 
Davis    Ogi    Zhang 
Deiderich    Okamoto    Zimmerman 
DeLuca    Oliver 
Dorgam    Pall 
Dougher    Park 
Dunn    Pasuelo 
Eftekharzadeh   Patel 
Elia    Pierson 
Fukikoshi    Poulin 
Fendley    Quintero 
Gramstrup   Ramoran 
Hall    Rawashdeh 
Han    Reulein 
Hechi    Richmond 
Hino    Roach 
Hwang    Robertson 
Jiang    Rosario 
Johnson    Rocchio 
Jung    Satow 
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Family Portra it Fun  Famil y Portrait Fun  Family Portrait Fun  

RRREEEMMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   ɀɀɀ   EEEVVVEEERRRYYY   TTTUUUEEESSSDDDAAAYYY   IIISSS   LLLAAATTTEEE   SSSTTTAAARRRTTT   ɀɀɀ   999:::222555aaammm   

NOVEMBER 2011 
 
8  Tues.  Student Site Council - 3:15 PM 

Coffee with the Principal - 6:00 PM 
PTSA Board Meeting - 6:30 PM 

10   Thu.   End of Quarter 1 
11   Fri.   Veteran's Day - NO SCHOOL 
17   Thu.   Middle School Leadership Conference 
21   Fri.   Quarter 1 Report Cards Mailed Home 
23-25   W-F   Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL 
30   Wed.   CHOIR-Torrance Memorial Holiday Festival - 6:30 PM 
  

School Calendar 

 DECEMBER 2011 
   
6   Tue.   Barnes and Noble Bookfair 

  Panda Express Fundraiser 
7  Wed.  PTSA Holiday Executive Board Meeting ς 6:30  

Performance by RMS Choir at Riviera Homeowners 
 Association holiday program at SHS - 6:30 PM 

13  Tues.  PTSA Association Meeting/Reflections - 6:30 PM  
RMS Adv. Band and Jazz Band Holiday Concert (Cafe.) - 6:30 PM 

14   Wed.  RMS Beg. Band and Choir Holiday Concert (Cafeteria) - 6:30 PM 
15  Thu.   Teacher's Holiday Luncheon 
16   Fri.   2nd Quarter Progress Reports Sent Home With Students 
19-Jan 2      Winter Break - NO SCHOOL 
 

  
JANUARY 2012 
 

2    Mon.          NO SCHOOL 
3    Tue.          First Day of School After Break 
9-13    M-F          Firefighter Appreciation Week 
10    Tue.          School Site Council Meeting - 3:15 PM 

         Coffee with the Principal - 6:00 PM 
         PTSA Executive Board Meeting -6:30 PM 

16    Mon.          Martin Luther King Jr. Day ς NO SCHOOL 
24    Tue.          Parent Ed. Night 

 


